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Intro

To get a better overview of start-ups in Hessen, the StartHub Hessen has commissioned
startupdetector to evaluate publicly available data for the Hessian Ministry of Economic Affairs.
For this report, all start-ups were included whose company formation was published in the
German commercial register between January 1, 2016 and December 31, 2025.

The definition of a start-up includes innovative companies with a significant growth potential
that are less than ten years old.
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KEY FACTS

More than Number of investors that Most investors continue Many start-ups in
h ; ted in Hessi toinvest in start-ups from the
1 .6 O O ::/aeri_n:s: iicrlgaszzstl)?/n following industries Health ru ral areas.
c - Proportion of start-up-
active Start'uPs in 1 1 O/ He_alth’ _Software, foundings in rural districts
Hessen o Financial sector is at 53.7 %

Frankfurt 244

More Start-up-Investments (o)
remains with from US-Investors: Proportion + 1 4 /0
522 start-ups new start-ups founded of US-Investors increases Strong growth for
: (increase by 28 % o start-up-foundings in the
the most important compared to 2024) by 76 -6 /O financial sector

location in Hessen

Start-up State Hessen | Facts & Figures 2025 3



START-UPS IN HESSEN - 2025

1.616 active start-upsin Hessen

662

start-ups are older
than 5 and up to
max. 10 years old

954

start-ups are
max. 5 years old

Of the start-ups founded in Hessen since 2016, 1.616 companies are still active today.
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Active start-ups
Number of start-ups/year

. 244 2025

1 101 2024
I 178 2023
I 182 2022
I 159 2021
I 144 2020
I 135 2019
I 158 2018
I 109 2017
I 116 2016

Start-ups in numbers

4.9 years Average age of start-ups
16.3 % Start-ups with female directors
41.5 % Management board experience from other companies

38 years Average age of directors when founding a start-up



CUSTOMER FOCUS OF HESSIAN START-UPS

55.4%

B2B-focus

1.8 %

Unknown

36.8 %

B2C-focus
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TOP 10 START-UP CITIES AND DISTRICTS IN HESSEN

In absolute numbers

e Kassel
50 start-ups

GieBen

26 start-ups Fulda
16 start-ups
Bad Homburg v. d. H.

40 start-ups

Frankfurt a. M.
522 start-ups

20 start-ups

/. \ Offenbach a. M.

Wiesbaden
96 start-ups Ergen
Eschborn 20 start-ups

43 start-ups

Darmstadt
134 start-ups
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TOP 20 START-UP CITIES AND DISTRICTS IN HESSEN

Start-ups in absolute numbers and per 100.000 inhabitants

M Start-ups in absolute numbers [ Start-ups per 100.000 inhabitants
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TOP 10 HESSEN START-UP INDUSTRIES

Active start-ups

Software 266
Health

E-Commerce
Financial Sector

Food

Moblility & Logistics
Industry

Education

Real Estate

Sports
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Start-ups with investors
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INVESTMENTS IN START-UPS

Number of financed start-ups
by investor type

25

/ Family Offices

43

Others

67

Corporates

118

Venture Capital (VC)

281

Business Angels
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Start-ups with investors
Facts and figures

311 Start-ups with investors in Hessen
5.9 years Average start-up age
15.0 % Female directors

40.9 % Start-ups with foreign investors

2.267 investors have invested
in Hessian start-ups

Business Angels 84.7 %
Venture Capital (VC) 71%
Corporates 3.7 %
Family Offices 1.2 %
Others 3.3%



FOREIGN INVESTORS

Top 10 countries of origin of foreign investors

72 Switzerland

I 53 USA
I 43 Austria
I 40 UK and Northern Ireland
I 18 France
I 13 Netherlands
I ° Belgium
I © Spain
I © Luxemburg
I 7 China
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40.9 %

of Hessian start-ups
with investors do have
a foreign investor

16.4 %

of all investors involved
in Hessian start-ups
do have their head-
quarters abroad
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Methodology

The analysis is based on data from the commercial register. These data are commercial register, were part of the analysis. Only raises in capital with external
checked automatically. The results are supplemented by further information investors were considered an investment and included in the analysis.

from the relevant company websites, press releases, etc. Investments that were undertaken by investors who were themselves involved

Funding rounds for Hessian start-ups and associated investors are also in a start-up as directors or employees were therefore not part of the analysis.
recorded. For every start-up, according raises in capital, published in the
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